Outreach to Parents

For Supplemental Educational Services (SES)

Center on Innovation & Improvement

Goals of the SES Outreach Project

· Increase the level of participation in Supplemental Educational Services through direct and personal outreach to parents whose children are eligible to receive free tutoring under NCLB.

· Increase the knowledge of SES among community members in high-poverty communities and embed within these communities the capacity to inform parents about free tutoring and guide them in making decisions about it.
The SES Outreach Project

Supplemental Educational Services. No Child Left Behind (NCLB), the 2001 reauthorization of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, sets schools on paths toward the goal of all children mastering state learning standards by 2014. To help children overcome the disadvantages of poverty, NCLB requires schools that have not made adequate progress for three consecutive years to provide free tutoring for children who receive free or reduced lunches. This free tutoring is called Supplemental Educational Services. The tutoring is provided by companies and organizations approved by the state. 

Outreach to Parents. So that the parents of eligible children understand the opportunities available to their children, the SES Outreach Project helps school districts work with community-based organizations (CBOs) and faith-based organizations (FBOs) to reach parents with information and guidance about locally available tutoring. These organizations (Outreach Partners) provide written information to parents in their homes and in community settings, conduct SES Workshops for Parents, and meet privately with parents in Family SES Guidance Sessions.

· Level 1—personal delivery of information about SES by informed SES Ambassadors to parents at their homes or in community settings apart from the school.

· Level 2—SES Workshops for Parents (90 minutes) held by Outreach Partners at the school or in community settings.

· Level 3—Family SES Guidance Sessions (about 30 to 40 minutes) for individual families provided at the school or in community settings by Outreach Partners.

Center on Innovation & Improvement. The Center on Innovation & Improvement (CII) is one of five content centers in the U. S. Department of Education’s system of comprehensive center, which also includes 16 regional centers covering the states and territories. CII works with the regional centers to assist their states in the areas of school improvement and education options.  In the SES Outreach Project, CII provides training, a program model, and support for a regional center, SEA, Parent Information Resource Center, and participating districts to enlist the assistance of community organizations in informing parents about Supplemental Educational Services available to their children.

2006-07 Timeline for the Project
CII Training for Regional Centers, SEAs, and PIRCs

From November 2006 through February 2007, CII will provide a one-day training for regional centers, SEAs, and PIRCs to launch their SES Outreach Projects. The training will be held at a location determined by the regional center. The regional center may combine this day of training with an additional day of planning.  The PIRCs and SEAs will then provide training and support for the districts participating in the project. 
PIRC and SEA Training for the School Districts and Outreach Partners

The SEA and PIRC finalize arrangements for training with participating school districts, including the selection of CBOs and FBOs to serve as Outreach Partners.
By March 1 the SEA and PIRC provide the one-day training for the school districts and their Outreach Partners and begin technical assistance with them.

Outreach to Parents

By April 15 the school districts and Outreach Partners complete Level 1—personal distribution of locally-appropriate SES materials by knowledgeable, trained Outreach Partners.

By May 15 the school districts and Outreach Partners complete Level 2—SES Workshops for Parents in target communities. The school district and Outreach Partners may provide additional workshops in the late summer for schools newly identified for providing SES services.
By August 15 the school districts and Outreach Partners complete Level 3—Family SES Guidance Sessions for families in target communities. The school district and Outreach Partners may provide additional workshops after this date for schools newly identified for providing SES services.

Estimated Cost

The estimated cost of the SES Outreach Project for a district is $6,675.  This includes compensation for the Outreach Partners and duplication of materials. This would reach 1,125 families, directly and personally, through three Outreach Partners.
For more information, contact your Regional Comprehensive Center or:

Reatha Owen

Center on Innovation & Improvement

217-732-6462, ext. 17

rowen@adi.org
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